CHAPTER VIII

ENTRY INTO ACTIVE POLITICS

The year 1899 marked the entry of Rornesh Chunder
into active politics, for it was in December of that year
that he presided over the annual session of the Indian
National Congress at Lucknow. The invitation that he
received from Mr. W. C. Bonnerjee to be the President of
the Congress had not been anticipated by him. He re--
ceived the invitation, as he stated in his Presidential address,
"with some degree of surprise and some degree of mis-
giving." The surprise is accounted for by the fact that
he had no previous warning of the offer, and the misgiving
arose out of his not having taken a decision until then to
ioin a political organisation to propagate his political
views and pursue his political objectives. Literary fame,
as he had stated more than once, had been his first love
from his early days. Official career, which he had accept-
ed as a challenge to prove the fitness of educated Indians
for the responsibilities of higher administration, had never
held any charm for him for its own sake. His service ex-
perience had, however, brought him into contact with the
agricultural masses of the country, and had given him an
insight into the causes of their poverty and economic dis-
tress. His sensitive nature could not help being grieved
by the fact that more than a century of British rule had
left the people of India on the verge of subsistence at the
best of times and completely defenceless against famines
and distress which continued to occur with ruthless regu-
larity. He was eager to do something which could help
alteviate the lot of the Indian peasants. His further con-